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IF YOU NEED

HEALING

DO THESE THINGS
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THE FIVE STEPS TO YOUR BEING
HEALED AND MADE WHOLE

THE STEPS TO YOUR DELIVERANCE

Jesus Christ did not come with a life-shortening
suggestion but with a life-saving power. His highest wish
is for us to prosper and have health in both soul and
body. He said, Beloved, I wish above all things that thou
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul pros-
pereth (3 John 2).

The story of Jesus is the story of deliverance. In the
power of His pure and healthy being and in the strength
of an undivided personality, the Master of men came
into this world to bring release to man from his fears and
frustrations, from his spiritual, physical and mental ill-
nesses, and to make him a whole man.

The healing that Jesus brings is more than spiritual,
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more than mental, more than physical—it is that and
more. His hearing is to make us “whole”—healthy in
soul, mind and body, healthy in our relationships with
others, in our attitudes, our habits, in our way of life, all
the days of our life.

Jesus is a complete deliverer from the hurts and ills of
life.

A LEGEND OF THE CROSS

There is an old legend handed down that tells how
even the wooden cross on which Jesus died brought heal-
ing:

g“Helena, the mother of Constantine, while on a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem, gave instructions to search for the
cross of Christ. As the workmen looked through the rub-
bish heaps of Calvary, they found three crosses, but the
inscription which was over the head of Christ was lying
in a separate place. There was no clue as to which of the
three crosses was the one on which our Lord died.

“Maarius, the minister of the Christian church in Jeru-
salem, said, ‘We will test the true cross.” The sick were
gathered together. They tried one cross, but there was no
leaping of the lame nor opening of the eyes of the blind.
They took the second cross, yet there was no response.
But when they took the third cross, blind eyes were
opened, deaf ears were unstopped, the lame leaped to
their feet and the sick were made whole.”

The wooden cross that stood on Calvary is gone. The
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Christ who hung thereon is ascended and reigns from
Heaven. Outwardly we see the cross no more. But Jesus
the Person lives on, and in Him the lost, straying,
suffering multitudes of every generation may find perfect
deliverance. Jesus Christ is as real today as when the
multitudes saw Him with their physical eyes. He is spirit-
ual reality—the center of the plan of redemption of hu-
manity, spirit, soul and body.

GOD’S ABUNDANCE OF LIFE

The Bible unfolds a loving and helpful Redeemer. He
overshadows, surrounds and undergirds those who place
their trust in Him. With ever-active concern He watches
over us. The details of our human existence are so impor-
tant to Him that He has numbered the hairs of our head.
(Luke 12:6, 7.) The sparrow cannot fall to the earth
without this same concern being aroused; and by Him
the lilies of the field are clothed.

My life, your life, are as much a necessary part of
God’s design as the thread the weaver weaves into the
pattern of his carpet. Not only am I responsible to God
but also He is responsible for me. The course of our lives
is His business.

God seeks to give men life—more abundant life—Tlife
in its abounding fullness of joy and strength. He is life
itself and He seeks to share it with us. When the people,
struggling with fear, frustration, sickness and sorrow,
could get to Him, they found Him full of healing and
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ready to set them free. He would say, Thy faith hath
made thee whole; go in peace (Mark 5:34). And it
didn’t make any difference who the people were. If they
would change their attitude and have faith, they could
experience His power to make them whole.

He wanted the person to have faith in God and to
change his way of life so he could continue to use his
faith to successfully meet the enemies of life.

The Bible tells of a woman, whose iame was not even
important enough to be recorded, who had dragged her-
self in and out of the hospitals of her day only to be told
nothing could be done to cure her “bloody issue.” One
day she heard of Jesus and said, “If I can touch the bor-
der of His garment I shall be made whole.” By this act
she was able to release her faith. Jesus asked, “Who
touched me?” When the disciples reminded Him that the
entire crowd was brushing up against Him, He said,
“Yes, but this was a different touch.” The reason was
that Christ declared He felt healing had gone out of Him
and had entered her and she was made whole.

This woman, unknown to Jesus’ group, had come with
her need. When she touched Him in faith, she tapped the
healing power of Christ, and was instantly cured of her
malady. This is a beautiful example of God’s abundance
of life which is available to all of us.

If this sounds too good to be true, then please read
and believe this scripture where Jesus said, I am come
that they might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly (John 10:10). Jesus is a fountain of
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life and whoever turns away from sin so that his soul is
unfettered and his faith can be released can receive this
abundant life.

Jesus’ greatest thrill is over the faith that is released
for liberation from sin and from the evil powers of sick-
ness and disease and from fear and frustration. (Mat-
thew 8:13; 15:28; Luke 8:48; 10:17-24.) When we al-
low our faith to take hold of the promises of God, then
God’s mighty power of life surges into action in our be-
half and we are liberated. God is glorified in our faith
which brings His answer to our prayers.

Now, with this background, I urge you to take the
following steps for your healing:

1. Know That It Is God’s Will To Heal You and
Make You a Whole Person

Practically everyone recognizes the fact of God’s heal-
ing power. Mental acceptance is not enough. We must
have personal, active faith in God for our own healing.

If God has ever healed one person, He will heal two;
if He heals two, He will heal four; if four, then eight;
and if eight, He will heal all who will believe. Else you
would make Him have healing compassion for one and
not another. Should that be true, He would not be God,
but a man. I love God because He first loved me. (1 John
4:19.) I love Him because He loves me and my family
and my friends and all others. I am saying this because
He healed me of tuberculosis and gave me wonderful
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health in my entire being which I am enjoying now
through His love. But should He love only me, I would
be disappointed, for then if one of my children or friends
took tuberculosis, it is likely (on that basis) that He
would refuse to heal him.

No, you will not be able to say it is God’s will to heal
one but it is not His will to heal another. He is either a
God of love—perfect love—or He is not God at all.

It is my sincere belief that Christ’s death on the cross
includes all people everywhere and in all generations.
The Apostle Peter writes of Jesus, Who his own self bare
our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed (1 Peter 2:24). More than seven
hundred years before the crucifixion, the Prophet Isaiah
had known that Christ would be the Savior and Healer.
He wrote, But he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed
(Isaiah 53:5).

The Apostle Matthew tells the story of Jesus as the

Great Physician and at the end of the day’s labor of deliv-
erance he says that Jesus’ healing power is a fulfillment
of Scripture. Matthew writes, They brought unto him
many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out
the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare
our sicknesses (Matthew 8:16, 17 is referring to Isaiah
53:4).
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When Jesus healed the people of their sicknesses—
spiritual, mental and physical—He was freeing them
from the oppression of the devil. This is made clear by
Peter who said, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with him (Acts 10:38).

Sickness is not numbered among the blessings of the
Gospel but is counted an enemy of human life. Jesus
Christ healed the people, taking from them the heavy,
oppressive hand of disease, giving them life and strength.
He explained that The Son of man is not come to destroy
men’s lives, but to save them (Luke 9:56). To those of
us who have received healing, this scripture inspires us to
share all we know with others who need healing.

God looks upon sickness as the oppression of the devil
(Acts 10:38), as the captivity of Satan (Job 42:10), as
a part of the curse of the law (Deuteronomy 28:15, 20,
22-29, 58-61, 65, 66 and Galatians 3:13), as some-
thing He Himself took and bore on the cross (Matthew
8:17), as something to be healed and destroyed by faith
and prayer and special gifts (Mark 16:17, 18; James
5:15 and 1 Corinthians 12:6-11).

PORTRAIT OF THE GREAT PHYSICIAN

Every act, every movement, every work of the Master
was directed toward making men whole and free. When
the centurion rushed up to Jesus and implored His mercy
for the healing of his suffering and dying servant, Jesus
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replied, I will come and heal him (Matthew 8:7). And He
did! When the little woman touched the hem of His gar-
ment by faith, healing went out of Jesus and made her
whole. When the ruler cried that his little daughter was
at the point of death, but if Jesus would only come and
lay His hands upon her, she would not die but live, Jesus
went with him and raised the child (who by this time
had died) back to life. When blind Bartimaeus shouted,
Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me! Jesus
stopped the crowds, had the beggar brought to Him and
restored his sight, saying, Go thy way; thy faith hath made
thee whole. This is the portrait of the Great Physician.
He was either on His way to heal, He was there deliver-
ing the captive or He had just left and the captive was up
and rejoicing in the abundant life he had received.

2. Remember That Healing Begins
in the Inner Man

You reach God and He reaches you through your
soul. When God breathed the breath of life into man, he
became a living soul. Jesus declares, God is a Spirit: and
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth (John 4:24).

Your soul governs your physical life and passes off to
the body and mind its illnesses, its distresses and tor-
ments. As the strings of an instrument respond to the
touch of human fingers, your body responds to the
impressions of your soul.
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There are organic and functional diseases. A person
can suffer and die prematurely with either or both. The
functionally induced diseases, I am told, include heart
trouble, high blood pressure, mucous colitis, ulcers and
certain forms of asthma. Heart trouble is the number one
killer of our times.

High tension, nervousness, insecurity, lack of faith,
fear (both real and imagined) and frustrations are symp-
toms of man’s soul-sickness.

Why is a man dominated by fear? Because he is not
using his faith. Why is he not using faith? Because he is
out of tune and harmony with his God. There is only one
thing that can separate a man from God: Your iniquities
have separated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid his face from you, that he will not hear (Isaiah
39:2).

Man’s most severe struggle is within himself for he is
condemned by his own sins. As long as this is true, faith
will not work. If our heart condemn us not, then have we
confidence (faith) toward God (1 John 3:21).

The question presents itself, “Does a person have faith
whether he is right with God or not?”

The answer is, “Yes, he does.”

Everybody has faith, for God gives a measure of faith
to every man. (Romans 12:3.) The difference is that
faith will not work fully as long as sin dominates the
person’s life. Sin is a dominating thing and it produces a
division in the soul; therefore, faith lies dormant and in-
active. Without the power of active faith, the soul is no
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match for the grueling grind of life. The body and mind,
keenly responsive to the soul, feel the impact of the
soul’s fears and weaknesses and fall prey to many ills.

It adds up to this: You must get right with God so
God can put things right in you. Only God can heal both
your inner man and outer man.

Except @ man be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God, says Jesus (John 3:3).

The new birth is a transforming spiritual experience.
(2 Corinthians 5:17.) Condemnation is lifted. There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit (Romans 8:1).

When a person is born again by the Spirit of God, it
means a change of attitudes, a change of habits and a
change in daily living. Walking not after the flesh refers
to the unselfish living of the person in Christ. Your atti-
tude is important. There cannot be physical healing that
will last unless a permanent change has happened in
your soul. God miraculously heals the soul first. When
we refuse Him that, we stop the flow of His healing
power into our bodies. Let God into your soul, and you
open your entire being to His healing power.

3. Use a Point of Contact for the
Release of Your Faith

God is a Spirit and sometimes we are confused be-
cause He is not directly before us in a human body. We
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cannot see Him with the human eye, nor can we take a
trip to Heaven and present our case as we would go to
our doctor’s office.

How, then, can we reach Him?

By establishing a point of contact.

A point of contact is the means of sending your faith
to God. A point of contact is something tangible, some-
thing you do, and when you do it you release your faith
toward God.

Faith is the meeting ground between your limited self
and your limitless God. A point of contact is given as a
means of steadying and helping you to release your faith.
Establishing a point of contact is like stepping on the
starter of your car—you expect something to happen.
The Roman centurion said, Lord, I am not worthy that
thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word
only, and my servant shall be healed. Speak the word!

He went on to say, For I (also) am a man under au-
thority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man,
Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he
cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

This Roman soldier is saying that he recognizes au-
thority and is obedient to it. His master, Caesar, does not
have to be present for his commands to be carried out,
because the power and authority of the empire were
vested in Caesar. This power was delegated to the em-
peror’s soldiers; therefore, when the centurion gave an
order to the soldiers under him, they obeyed without
question.
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“Now,” he is saying to Jesus, “You have authority
over my servant’s affliction. You don’t need to come to
my house. I am not worthy for such an honor. Just say
the word that my servant shall live, and I will believe it,
returning home with assurance that he is well.”

This is living faith—unquestioning, unfaltering, sim-
ple, childlike faith that believes God is honest and true
and sends His power to accomplish whatsoever faith
asks.

The Lord answered simply, Go thy way; and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto thee (Matthew 8:5-
13). And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour!
His point of contact was the spoken word of Jesus who
had all power in Heaven and in earth over human hurts
and ills. The moment Jesus spoke, the centurion released
his faith and his servant was made whole. This is the
master key to healing.

The point of contact sets the time. The centurion’s
time for the healing of his servant was to be the very
moment that Jesus spoke.

Remember that the woman with the issue of blood
also used a point of contact which helped her set the
time for healing. She said, If I may touch but his clothes,
1 shall be whole. There was no healing in Christ’s
clothes, but touching His clothes helped her release her
faith, and her faith made her whole. That is why God
gives us a point of contact.

The Book of Acts tells how handkerchiefs or aprons
were sent from the body of the Apostle Paul to the sick
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and demon-possessed and how through these little faith-
cloths healings were wrought. These cloths became
points of contact and when placed upon the bodies of the
sick and afflicted, the captives of sickness and other ills
released their faith and were set free. Today, many lay
their hands on their radios as a point of contact during
the Abundant Life Broadcast. Through this means they
release their faith and through faith they are healed dur-
ing the “prayer time” of the broadcast or telecast.

Jesus is not here today with His seamless robe, nor
Paul with his blessed cloths, nor Peter with his shadow
that brought healing, but God has not left Himself with-
out human instrumentalities to deliver this generation.

We read in the sixth chapter of Hebrews that the lay-
ing on of hands is a doctrine of the Church. Human
hands cannot heal, but they can be an instrument God
uses for healing. And human hands can be the point of
contact for your healing.

I believe that the laying on of hands is one of the high-
est expressions of the Christian faith. It is the man of
God stepping beyond the pulpit, identifying himself with
distressed and suffering people. It is having faith with
them for their healing, and believing with them. That is
one reason why I lay my hands upon the people when I
minister to them in prayer.

I know that my hands cannot heal. Only the hands of
God can do that. But my hands serve as a point of con-
tact for releasing my faith for the healing of the people.
When I touch someone with my hands in prayer, my
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heart and my compassion seem to be in my hands. All
my faith, all my feeling, all the intensity of my belief in
God are poured out in this contact so that everything I
feel inside seems to be expressed through the laying on
of hands.

Jesus said of those who believed, They shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall recover (Mark 16:18).

James 5:14, 15, tells us: Is any sick among you? let
him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick. . . .

Elders are the spiritual leaders in the church—min-
isters such as pastors, evangelists, teachers, and laymen
as well. The anointing oil is a type of the Holy Spirit;
there is no healing in the oil, but it is also a point of
contact to help one release his faith.

Recently, a pastor of a church here in Tulsa with a
membership of 1,200 called and wanted to bring his
board of elders out to the Oral Roberts University and
have us share with them the healing ministry. We were
happy to do so. They had never prayed for the sick in
their church by the laying on of hands. They came and
for two hours we shared with them what I am sharing

with you. Now the pastor and the board of elders are

laying hands on the sick in their church, and God is
blessing them with definite results among their people.
This is marvelous. And it illustrates the tremendous

impact the Oral Roberts University will have upon the
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world when thousands of students—teachers, scientists,
artists, ministers, etc., who have been trained by Spirit-
filled teachers at the University, go forth under the
power and anointing of the Holy Spirit. They will have
gained more than an education. They will know how to
help people find God and wholeness.

The moment another child of God lays hands upon
you and anoints you with oil, release your faith. It is a
point of contact.

This was my point of contact when I was healed in
1935 in a big tent revival in Ada, Oklahoma, where the
prayer of faith was made to God in my behalf.

As I was being brought to the meeting on a mattress
in the back seat of a car, after having been bedfast five
months with tuberculosis in both lungs, I was led to use
the anointing oil and laying on of hands as a point of
contact. Down deep in my heart I was believing in God
for deliverance and I told the Lord that when the evangel-
ist anointed me and laid his hands on my head, THEN,
and then alone, would I believe the work was done.

At that time I had never heard of using a point of
contact for the release of faith to God. I had been taught
that God used the laying on of hands in prayer for the
healing of the sick, but no one had told me to make that
my point of contact and at the moment hands were laid
on me to send my faith to God. But this is exactly what I
did and I can testify to its reality and effectiveness.

The prayer line was long. Midnight came and I was
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still waiting. I was suffering but I did not become discour-
aged nor angry with having to be the last one prayed for.
Trembling with anticipation, I was waiting for him to
anoint and touch me with his hands, through which God
was performing miracles. At last my time came.

They helped me to my feet. I watched every move the
evangelist made. Above all, I was watching for his hands
to be laid on my head. Then the anointing oil touched
my forehead. His hands were upon me and at that in-
stant I sent my faith to God. The deepest desires and
emotions of my hungry spirit pushed outward toward
God. I believed God! I found myself thanking Him for
deliverance. Every ache and pain disappeared. The glory
rushed into my soul. I was tingling from head to toe with
new life. And, then, for several minutes I was lost in the
sheer ecstasy of divine deliverance. I opened my eyes to
the surroundings a little later, astonished to realize that I
was leaping and shouting and running on the long plat-
form. I was healed! Faith had wrought it!

Oh, suffering friend, release your faith. Hang it on
some Bible means of deliverance and let go of it. Hold
nothing back. Pour all your pent-up faith-emotions into
the act of believing God to make you whole.

4. Release Your Faith—Now!

So many times I have seen the need of telling
someone, “Believe now and you will have deliverance.”

THE FIVE STEPS TO YOUR BEING HEALED 25

On the other hand, many captives, if asked when they
expect to get healed, will reply, “When God gets ready, I
am.” God has been ready all the time. It is your move
next. Others reply, “I'm expecting God to heal me any
time.” On the face of that statement is a certain amount
of value, but I remind you that it is not fully scriptural.
There is a definite time when faith works and unless you
set a time, it is doubtful if you will ever be delivered.
God says, Today is the day of salvation (deliverance).

When you expect healing at no certain time, you are
putting it into the dim, vague and distant future. God
wants to heal you. The best time is when God is ready.
He is ready now!

The woman with the issue of blood set a time—when
she touched His garment. The centurion set a time for
deliverance—when Jesus spoke the word. The ruler of
the synagogue set a time—Come and lay hands on my
child. They expected deliverance at the moment the
Lord did what they asked Him to do. God will respond
and work in our behalf when we believe and set the time.
This is a glorious privilege and matchless opportunity.
This very hour is what the Lord is saying. The longer
you wait to believe, the weaker your faith will grow. The
more quickly you believe, the stronger your faith will
develop. Believe God for deliverance this very minute. If
faith has risen in your heart, release it. Don’t even finish
reading this chapter. Believe God now! The time for de-
liverance is when you can believe. Remember, the secret
of deliverance is in instant obedience.
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5. Close the Case for Victory

When Bible conditions have been met and you feel the
power of healing surging through your body in answer to
the faith-prayer, then close the case. Look up toward
God and believe Him every step of the way. Burn every
bridge between you and the old affliction. Don’t talk
about the affliction except when God especially im-
presses you to give your testimony, then dwell more on
His mighty power of deliverance than on what the devil
afflicted you with, and how you suffered. Change your
outlook and live on the sunny side of life.

6. Join Yourself to Companions of Faith

I know how important it is to have encouragement
and an atmosphere of faith to live in after having been
healed.

A few days after I had been healed I was feeling ex-
tremely weak in my body. My mother, a devout woman
of faith, sensed my discouragement and said, “Son, you
were sick a long time and you were bedfast for over five
months when God healed you. You will have to exercise
and do some work to get your strength back. The Lord
knows all about it, Son; you just keep your faith in
Him.” She saved my healing.

Often I have wondered what would have happened to
me had not my mother and father provided an atmos-
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phere of faith for me during those early stressful days of
my healing.

I have asked myself these questions: What if I had
associated with a group that was unfriendly toward heal-
ing and to people who had been healed? What would I
have done in a moment of weakness and despondency if
these people had failed to encourage me or if they had
ridiculed me? How could I, having been healed by a
miracle, have received help from a group that denied the
possibility and reality of the miracle of healing which
had been wrought in me by faith in God? How would I
have survived had I listened to people who ridiculed
those who had prayed for me?

There is only one answer to this problem. Those re-
ceiving deliverance by faith in God should, by all means,
associate with Christians who practice positive faith in
God and create an atmosphere of God’s love in which to
live.
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SUMMED UP

. Look on Jesus as a lifesaver, delighting to bless and

heal you.

. Believe that God’s abundance of life is for you and

that you may have it by believing and continuing to
believe.

Know that it is God’s will to heal not only others but
you also. Healing is in the atonement; therefore, it
includes all. '

. Remember that healing begins within. You reach

God and He reaches you through your inner man.

. Know that the only way you can overcome fear is

through your faith in God.

Use a point of contact for the release of your faith.
Close the case out for victory.

Join yourself to companions of faith.
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A DIALOGUE WITH CHRIST
FOR YOUR HEALING

Matthew 15:22-28

How would you feel if you discovered that your child
was possessed with demons? What would you do first?
Would you pray? Would you seek a higher power to de-
liver your child?

A woman in the Bible was faced with this problem.
When there was absolutely no hope for her little girl to
be restored to normal living, she did the one thing that
every one of us can do if we want to enough. She ap-
proached God with her problem and secured deliver-
ance, but not before she was turned down exactly
three times! And every refusal was an answer. God’s no
is just as much as answer as His yes. She finally under-
stood God’s answers and why He had turned her down.
Then she faced herself and saw that her attitudes were

29
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wrong; also, her approach. She saw that she could not
remake God but He could remake her. She could not get
Him to agree to her way, which would bring failure, but
she could accept His way and secure the very thing she
wanted most.

The fourth time she asked Him to heal her child, He
responded and told her that whatever she willed Him to
do, He would do it.

Suppose you take a trip to Heaven today and bring
your case before God in person: When you arrive at the
gate you meet the Apostle Peter and say, “Peter, do you
suppose He will receive me and heal my child? Oh, will
He, Peter?”

Peter replies, “Now don’t you worry. He will receive
you. I have never known of His turning anyone away.
You go right on in and tell Him your need.”

The next one you meet is Paul. You say, “Oh, Paul, I
am so glad to see you. I am going in to see God. Do you
think He will grant my petition?”

Paul answers, “I was the chief of sinners and He heard

my prayer, the least of the apostles and He gave me an
answer. I am sure He will not turn you away.”

Later you talk with John and he assures you that you
will be given every consideration by the Lord.

Then they let you in and you find yourself standing
before the Savior.

You say, “Oh, Master, my little child is possessed with
demon spirits and I have come to You, for You alone
can help me. Heal her, Lord, please.”

A DIALOGUE WITH CHRIST 31

Not a word does He answer.

You turn and stumble out. “Oh, John, He didn’t an-
swer me a word. Why, oh, why?”

“Now, don’t be upset. Go right back in and repeat
your request,” says John.

The second time you stand there, the Master replies,
“I cannot help people like you.”

Once more you leave, this time badly broken. You
meet Paul again. “Oh, great Apostle, you told me He
helped you and would not turn me away. But He has just
said that my kind is not acceptable to Him.”

Paul answers, “Didn’t you wait for Him to explain
what He meant by that? You didn’t leave before He
finished, did you? You did, I can see that. You see,
Woman, God may have a better way than yours if you
will only give Him a chance to show you.”

The third time you stand before the Savior and plead
your cause, He says, “It is not proper to give the chil-
dren’s bread to dogs.” This is the last straw. You can
take no more. Out you go. Running up to Peter, you
burst into tears and say, “He called me a dog. Said I
wasn’t worthy. I'll never try again.”

Then Peter takes hold of you and says very gently,
“Woman, all that Jesus said to you was an answer.”

“Why, He insulted me!”

“No, God doesn’t insult anyone.”

“Well, why did He say such hard things to me?”

“Whatever He said to you, He had a reason for
saying.”
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“You mean He did not mean to humiliate me?”

“I can assure you that what He said was intended to
reveal your attitude, to help you see that changing your
inner self often comes before a miracle of healing.”

“But I wanted my child healed.”

“I know, but the Master wants not only to heal your
child but also to do something in you and your way of
life.”

“Do you suppose . . . ? Why, I suppose you are
right, Peter. The first time I came before Him He showed
no sign of recognition. Maybe that was because I wasn’t
in harmony with Him and wasn’t seeking to be. The next
time He said He couldn’t help people like me. I felt I was
as good as anybody else, now I see I showed a very bad
attitude. And now He says that I am a dog. Now I re-
member that’s a word used by you children of Israel for
Gentiles who do not care about God. Peter! Peter! I see
it all now. He wasn’t refusing me, but only trying to get
me into the right condition to answer my prayer. I am
going back, and this time I will know how to pray!”

This time before the Lord you say, “Truth, Lord. All
you say about me is true. I am selfish and my life is not
in harmony with your life. But, Master, even the dogs
eat of the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table. Give
me a crumb, Lord.”

He smiles, reaches out His hands and says, O woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. This
is coming to see Christ for what He is, and seeing your-
self for what you are, and seeking to change your atti-
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tude and way of life. It is also exercising your will AND
your faith toward God.

There are thousands of people who are being turned
down when they pray to God all because they refuse to
let God truly change them. They want God on their own
terms or not at all. Consequently, they have reached a
dead-end street; they are stymied and frustrated. Confu-
sion torments them and they have turned away from
God, ceasing even to pray anymore.

Friend, I want to share with you a way out of your
dilemma, a royal roadway to the place where you can
meet Christ and learn His way and follow it into life.

Here is what to do when in your prayer to God you
are shown—

Divine Disinterest

Suppose you pray and apparently there is no word, no
response whatever from God. You can’t feel any assur-
ance, any hope that your prayer has been heard. There is
no tangible evidence of the answer. This means that God
does not answer prayer indiscriminately.

God has given us an example of this: He told the story
of a widow who was unjustly treated. The judge listened
impatiently to her story and said, “Come back later.”

On her next visit he was even less courteous and
brushed her off. When she thought it over, she decided
that her chances of getting fairness were pretty slim; that
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is, unless she could arouse this unjust judge. Planning
her course, she went again and stood before him.

She said, “Judge, I insist on your taking immediate
action!” ‘

“Woman,” he replied, “there has been a delay in your
case. I am very sorry.”

Once again she said, “Judge, I am not leaving until
you take action in my behalf.”

The judge summoned his secretary but the woman
would not relent.

“I am staying right here until you help me,” she said.

He looked at her and saw that she meant it and—this
is important—because he saw he could not put her off
any longer, he said, “Oh, all right, if it will stop you
from annoying me, I will do what you say.”

God says that the unjust judge avenged the woman of
her adversaries, not because he was in sympathy with her
cause, but because she aroused him to action by her unre-
lenting demands. And shall not God avenge his own elect,
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long
with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily
(Luke 18:7, 8).

If the unjust judge would help a woman only because
of her insistence, how much more will God, who is in
sympathy with our cause, help those who come to Him
with determination and faith.

In other words, if when you pray to God you have any
thought of giving up before the answer comes, your
prayer will doubtless go unanswered.
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This indicated the kind of people whose prayers God
answers. If you have a quitter’s spirit, God will let you
quit. The kind of person you are counts more than the
words or petitions in your prayer.

The prayer is only as strong as the attitude back of it.

Therefore, if there seems to be no answer to your
prayers, God is seeking to change and improve the kind
of person you are by causing you to re-examine yourself,
to see if you have right attitudes and desires and if you
have will-power and fortitude.

WHAT TO DO WHEN GOD SAYS NO

When Jesus told this woman that He was not sent but
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, He was saying no
to her prayer, but not necessarily no to her. Before it was
over, even though He had said no, He gave her what she
wanted—healing for her child.

When God answers no, He has a better way. He
doesn’t mean no in the same sense that peope do. God’s
refusal is subject to the change we make in ourselves to
conform to His will or what is ultimately best for us.

It does not mean that we are completely cut off but
that we have opportunity to examine ourselves and dis-
cover if we really want healing on God’s terms or only
our own.

This leads me to the thorn that God uses and the sick-
ness that glorifies God.

The Apostle Paul tells us of his thorn in the flesh. (2
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Corinthians 12:7.) He says that it was given to him for
two reasons: He had been caught up to the third heaven
where he had abundant revelations. For this reason, his
being a man, he was in danger of becoming proud and
the people might give him more praise than he was wor-
thy of. Hence, he says, There was given to me a thorn in

the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I
should be exalted above measure.

Notice he describes his thorn in the flesh as the messen- |

ger of Satan to buffet me. So, then, his thorn was an evil
power that brought continuous physical buffetings.
He says that this thing was so powerful that he be-

sought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. |

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities [weaknesses,
marginal rendering], that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in re-
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses
[straits] for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am 1
strong (2 Corinthians 12:8-10).

Paul prayed three times; God answered each time by

saying no, which meant He had a better and happier
way. He reminded Paul: My strength is made perfect in
weakness.

How was this weakness induced? By the messenger of
Satan who buffeted or smote him with weaknesses, per-
secutions, straits, shipwrecks, betrayal of friendships and
the long list of other opposing powers. No matter where

A DIALOGUE WITH CHRIST 37

Paul went, this messenger of evil was present to stir up
the people against him. He fought with wild beasts in
Ephesus, was shipwrecked three times, was beaten five
times, frequently was imprisoned and was continually in
danger. (2 Corinthians 11:23-30.) He said, I die daily.

Out of this onslaught of Satan he became weak and
weary. He would pray for the thorn to be removed. God
would answer, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness. In this state of phys-
ical weakness, mental weariness and spiritual conflict
Paul would cast himself utterly upon God; thus the
Lord’s greater strength would come upon Paul and he
would rise undaunted and unconquerable. He said, In
labours more abundant, and In nothing am I behind the
very chiefest apostle, though I be nothing, and adds,
Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in
all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

Through the enabling power and grace of God, Paul
was able to outtravel, outpreach, outlabor, outwrite and
outperform any other of his colaborers.

God had a better way for Paul. The thorn became an
instrument to keep him humble and dependent on God.
Paul finally accepted the thorn as God’s instrument. God
does His mightiest works through such dedicated people.

The sickness that glorifies God is the one He feels it
best not to heal at the moment in order that it may give
way to a greater miracle and serve a larger purpose.

This is found in the story of Lazarus, brother to Mary
and Martha. (John 11:1-45.)
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When Lazarus fell sick his sister sent for Jesus. The
messenger said to Him, Lord, behold, he whom thou loy-
est is sick. When Jesus heard that, He said, This sick-
ness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the
Son of God might be glorified thereby.

So He said, No. Yet, it is recorded that Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

In spite of this, He abode two days where He was and
did not return until Lazarus had been dead and buried
four days.

He had said that Lazarus’ sickness was to glorify God.
J?sus intended to raise Lazarus from the dead! Raising
hTm from the dead would glorify God more than healing
him. So when Jesus says o, He has a better way.

' After Lazarus had been called forth from the grave, it
is said, Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and
had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him
( Jo'hn 11:45). Also speaking of Lazarus being alive
again, the Bible states, Because that by reason of him
many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus
(John 12:11).

Don’t be afraid to trust God for He knows what He is

doing and knows best how to bless and to guide you an
me.

WHAT IT MEANS WHEN GOD SAYS WAIT

.Wh.en God says wait, it means that in a special way
Hls will or purpose is involved. In other words, it is more
Important to wait a little while for the working out of
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certain details in your life, for certain changes to be
wrought, than it is to answer you instantly. This is very
true in healing. In some cases, God heals instantly but
where a higher purpose is involved, He says wait. When
His will has been worked out, then the healing can be
received.

When Jesus told Mary and Martha to wait, His will
was to perform a greater miracle so many more would
believe on Him. This He was able to accomplish by the
delay.

However, there is another instance when there may be
an enforced wait, and God has nothing to do with the
delay.

When Daniel prayed unto God for His blessing, the
devil hindered and the man of God had to wait twenty-
one complete days for the answer. It was not because
God would not respond, or that He said no or wait, but
demons were directly opposing. (Daniel 10:11, 13.)

It happened in this manner:

The devil has his authority as the prince of the power
of the air and has his headquarters between this earth
and Heaven where God’s throne is. Daniel prayed in Bab-
ylon and the prayer was received in Heaven. God dis-
patched the answer through regular channels. The de-
mon-hordes of Satan kept the answer bottled up for
twenty days. Daniel continued to believe, refusing to give
up. Although he could not understand the seeming
delay, he would not quit praying. On the twenty-first day
God told the mighty angel Michael to take the answer
through the enemy lines to His beloved servant.
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Michael stormed the devil’s fort, pushed through the
demon guards, lifted the gates off Satan’s inner sanctum
reache.d in and got the answer to Daniel’s prayer an(i
kept' right on going. When Michael arrived in Babylon
Daniel was on his face before God. Michael raised hin;
up and said, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved . .
from the first day . . . thy words were heard. . . . Bu;
th.e prince of the kingdom of Persia [refers to demons]
withstood me one and twenty days.

If you pray in all sincerity and faithfulness according
to the will of God and the answer will not come through
you may know that the devil has thrown up a blockade.,
Hold on; God will get the answer through even if He has
to put His mighty angels on the case. They will get the

answer through to you, provided in the meantime you
have held on. '

HOW TO PRAY GOD’S WAY

Finally, Jesus told the woman, It is not meet to take
the children’s bread, and cast it to dogs.

Remember, she came to ask Christ to heal her little
flemon-possessed child and Jesus replied that she was ask-
ing for the children’s bread which He would not give to
her because she was unclean or not right with God.

Healing is the children’s bread. This is why He is so
careful to lead her on, to probe her soul, to work a

change in her life, to get her into the attitude of humility
love and faith, ’
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Jesus indicates that healing is the heritage of His chil-
dren. Thank God, it is. This is one of the most amazing
revelations Jesus ever made. I am the Lord that healeth
thee (Exodus 15:26); Who forgiveth all thine iniquities;
who healeth all thy diseases (Psalm 103:3).

Each one of us has a perfect right to God and, just as
He will forgive all our sins, He will heal all our diseases.

Then this woman showed the spirit of humility. When

she saw the truth of Christ’s statements, she admitted she
was not in harmony with God. She saw that her way of
life was wrong, yet at the same time was asking for heal-
ing.
She humbled her spirit and acknowledged that she
needed His saving power, saying, “Truth, Lord, I am un-
clean and not in the least worthy to sit with the
children.” She felt sincerely the sense of unworthiness
which motivates true healing.

Then she said, Yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their masters’ table. In other words, “A crumb,
please.” She asked for only a healing crumb because she
felt unworthy to sit with the children. “Pitch it under the
table, Lord,” she was saying out of her modesty, deter-
mination and humble devotion.

NOW—EXERCISE YOUR WILL
TOWARD GOD

Jesus was thrilled and immediately cried, O woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
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O Woman. . . . By her willingness to change her atti-
tude and enter the kingdom of God, she caused Christ to
think of her as an individual. Her faith put Him to work
in her behalf. Faith is always rewarded. The key to
things we need is our faith in God.

A little girl is tormented with a devil. Her mother now
is standing before Jesus in sincere worship and faith.
Jesus, removed by a great distance from the child back
in her home, responds to the mother’s faith by saying
what He will say to any of us who will humble ourselves
and believe Him, Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.

She can now have her need met. She did. And her
daughter was made whole from that very hour.

Nothing is too hard with God. He can do all things
and do them well. He wants to give us more than a physi-
cal healing, He wants to make us what we ought to be,
He wants us to bring our whole person into harmony
with Him.

There is no doubt about it. You get results when you
pray. When your prayer is backed up by the right atti-
tude, when you are willing to change your way of life,
when you approach Christ with firmness and determina-
tion—you will be heard, you will be received.

Now is the time to do it. And you can!

SUMMED UP

. If there is no answer to your prayer, there is a reason.
_ Your attitude is more important than the words of

your prayer.

I there is no indication that your prayer has been

answered, it may be that God is seeking to work a
change in you.

. When God says no, it indicates He has a better way

for you.

. His delay in answering your prayer means His will for

your life is involved or the devil is oPposing in a
special manner. In either case, don’t give up—keep
asking God.

. Remember, healing is the children’s bread. You have

no right to it until you change and bring your way of
life into harmony with His. Once you have cha}nged
your ways and received Christ, it is your heritage.
Have faith and you can be healed.

. Faith is always rewarded. Through your will exer-

cised firmly toward God you can release your faith.
God will answer you.

43



. THE SEVEN RULES OF FAITH YOU CAN USE
TODAY FOR YOUR HEALING

2 Kings 5: 1-15

Our story centers around a famous man, General Naa-
man of Syria. Naaman was commander-in-chief of
Syria’s expeditionary forces and, because of his outstand-
| ing military successes, had been hailed as the national
hero.
It was shocking news when the General’s personal phy-
. sician found his chief had contracted leprosy which was
widely prevalent in those days.
. Across the nation, the cry went up, “General Naaman
is a leper! Our beloved leader is a leper!”
Leprosy meant living death—slow, torturous, isolated
suffering.
Disease is a foul and inhuman thing and is not num-
' bered among the blessings of life. Jesus Christ came
against it in the power of His pure and healthy
45
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humanity, laying His healing hands upon the sick an
tormented, healing every sickness and every diseas
among the people (Matthew 9:35), People touche
Him, too. The Bible record states that as many
touched him were made whole (Mark 6:5 6). |
In the story of Naaman’s miraculous healing throug 5-
his faith in God, there are seven rules of faith that wﬁ
can use today for healing.

RULE ONE:
RECOGNIZE SICKNESS AND DISEASE
AS THE OPPRESSION OF THE DEVIL

This rule of faith is made plain to us by the leading}
member of the Twelve Apostles—Simon Peter. The
great Apostle knew the Savior’s love for suffering human-
ity. After the resurrection of Christ, the Apostle was}
preaching to the soldiers in the house of Cornelius in
Caesarea. He said, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil:
for God was with him (Acts 10:38).

Healing all that were oppressed of the devil; this is
Peter’s summation of the ministry of the Lord Jesus.

Satan, Peter is saying, is a destroyer of human life
while Jesus is a destroyer of the oppressions (human
afflictions) of the devil.

The writers of the four Gospels—Matthew, Mark,

THE SEVEN RULES OF FAITH 47

Luke and John—tell the story of Jesus and His healing
power. All of them tell how Jesus found the people op-
pressed with all manner of sickness and all manner of

~disease and demons. They tell how He healed their sick.
. (Matthew 4:23; 14:14.)

They tell how compassion flowed through Him like
the water of a pure mountain stream and became healing
virtue for all who would believe. (Mark 5:30.) The heal-

. ing virtue of Jesus is God’s antidote against disease and
. is available now to all who will send their faith to Him.

The Savior was a healer and did not turn any person
away who had faith. Making no difference as to race, He

- looked for faith and wherever He found it He healed the
. sick. One of His favorite expressions was, A4s thou hast

believed, so be it done unto thee (Matthew 8:13).

He healed the blind, the deaf, the crippled, the
demon-possessed, the fevered, the brokenhearted and
many others who were oppressed.

Those so afflicted were classified by the Apostle Peter

‘as being oppressed. He saw these oppressed people

healed by the Master.

Later, Peter in writing the first of his New Testament
books declares, by whose stripes ye were healed (1 Peter
2:24Y).

Healing power was given to the followers of Jesus
Christ and many of them were outstandingly successful
in delivering the people. (Matthew 10:1.) Peter’s
shadow was used as a point of contact and those upon
whom it fell were healed. (Acts 5:15.) This was after
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the Day of Pentecost. Similarly, Stephen and Philip, lay- fpersons, He healed those who were oppressed of the devil

men of the Early Church, through faith, brought out-}
standing healings to many oppressed people. (Acts 6:8;

8:5-8.)

Paul describes the nine gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corin- {Hi
thians 12, including the gifts of healing, the gift of faith,

the gift of discerning of spirits, and the gift of miracles.

These gifts are mighty in healing the sick and casting out §Hi
demons. They are additional stimulants to faith and will fthi

bring deliverance when other means fail.

others—not for personal gratification.

This, then, is our God: loving, tender, compassionate '
and full of healing power. It is wise to know the §
difference between Satan, the oppressor, and Christ the ’

Lifesaver. (John 10:10.) Just as Satan is the source of
all human torment, God is the source of life. Christ’s
healthy, undivided personality is for men and women
everywhere who want health, peace and happiness.

Remember, the Bible pictures Jesus as coming into a
world full of sickness and demon oppression. When the
religious leaders of Israel would not work with Him, He
went alone; yet not alone, for God was with Him (Acts
10:38). He chose men and women to be His partners
and through them He transmitted His healing power.

He had glorious success in healing the souls, minds
and physical lives of the multitudes. He never said to
one, “It is not My will to heal you,” and to another, “It

is My will to heal you,” but, towering above respect of |
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and who would believe.

~ Only once are we told that He was powerless to heal.
But even this had a reason. The people of Nazareth were
s boyhood acquaintances and they were skeptical; they
looked upon the accounts of His wonders with cynical
scorn and when He came to preach to them, they met
m with cold unbelief. The Gospel writers do not omit
his failure of Jesus in His hometown but record it in a

terse, tragic sentence: And he did not many mighty

Any gift from God is to be used for the deliverance of §works there because of their unbelief (Matthew 13:58).

This means that in the use of His miraculous power,
He requires faith in those who would be healed.

His deep sorrow is traceable not only to the power of
Satan over mankind but also to the unbelief of the peo-
ple He came to deliver.

The most thrilling question ever asked by the Son of
God is, Wilt thou be made whole? His answer then was
the same as it is now, Rise, thy faith doth make thee
whole. Faith does it.

God, who is busy with the affairs of an entire genera-
tion, has both time and power and desire to save, to heal,

Yto reward and bless. Wherever there is human need, He

is present to heal. (Luke 5:17.) . -
The power of God to heal human life is still active
today—in the faith and love of His people in all

churches and in all walks of life. God honors their faith

for their faith honors God.
Remember, Rule One of faith is that Satan is the op-
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pressor of human life; God brings life with health, pead lwe place ourselves in the same position as the disciples
and happiness. '

' who were sternly rebuked by Christ: And John answered
. him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy
name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, be-
§ cause he followeth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him
General Naaman had made a victorious march acrogt not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my
the Bible land of Israel and had taken captive a littlf name, that can lightly speak evil of me (Mark 9:38,
maid to be servant to his wife. This child was familid: 39).
Witl‘] God and His prophets and knew they could healf  This is Christ’s indictment against sectarianism.
Seeing the General was a leper, she said, Would God m§ When Christ said, “You are to take My healing power
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria (Israel)} to your generation,” He gave me a ministry that tran-
for he would recover him of his leprosy. | scends denominational barriers. Our ministry is filled
. Naaman was grateful for this hope, believed the littlf with God’s love for all people. This same dimension is in
girl's message and made preparation to leave at once fof the new Oral Roberts University here in Tulsa, Okla-
Israel. i homa. The school is innerdenominational. It operates to
. educate the whole man regardless of who he is or where
he comes from.
It has been our experience that God does not compel
1 us all to wear the same denominational label, but rather
What matter if the message came from a servant girlf that we love one another and work together to win souls.
The message of God is more important than its messen The little Jewish maid said, Would God my lord were
ger. Oh, that all of us would believe this. We are becom! With the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover
ing so denominationalized until we all but demand thal him of his leprosy. This is also the basis for
God’s messenger be a member of our particular deno i
ination or church. We lose sight of the importance of th¢ RULE THREE:
message because of our insistence that the messengef GO WHERE THE POWER IS
carry our own label. God does not place as ‘much stres
upon our different theological emphases as we do. In be} ~ Israel represented God; and Elisha, who lived there,
coming narrow and bigoted in our theologies and creeds&f was God’s prophet. Syria was a worshiper of idols, and

A LITTLE GIRL KNOWS THE WAY

RULE TWO:
BELIEVE THE MESSAGE
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Naaman had to get away from the old haunts of sin and§
connect himself with God. “Go where the power is,” thef
little girl was saying, “back to God, back to moral vowsg
and saving religion.”

RULE FOUR:
PUT YOUR FAITH IN GOD, NOT MAN

' The little girl had clearly told Naaman that the

because He is omnipresent and omnipotent. His an_prt,'_'rophet would teach him how to use his faith to be recov-

: had gone to the king.

vling power i wsable by the peopl who maintain ighf "0 ML i aou put your fith i

:it\tll:igecsli:ir;i ::1?5;31:2 e S , od. Have confidence in His servant or prophet, but put
. Your faith in Almighty God, not man. '

Even in His day, Christ found that some places were} The person God has chosen to help you receive heal-

antagonistic to His truth. These cities became the objectsjng is an instrument only—the means to an end. Your

of His bitterest denunciations. (Matthew 11:20-24.)  Heliverance is by faith in God and His power.

This may come as a shock to you. You may have to
change your entire way of life—your thoughts, your atti-
tude, your purposes, your goals.

Why? '

You must get over on God’s side!

AT THE PROPHET’S HOUSE

. Naaman rode up to the house of Elisha and sent his
servant to announce his arrival. Being forewarned of

God that Naaman’s attitude would have to be changed
General Naaman acted upon the advice of the little nd discerning the general’s pride and arrogance, the
maid and set forth on his trip to the land of Israel. Butf_ rophet acted accordingly.
he made a serious mistake. Instead of going to thef Elisha was the servant of God—the human instrument
prophet, he went to the king of Israel. The king was out-f_ nly. He was in the delicate position of having to deal
raged and declared he could do nothing for him. About§ ith. a proud, dying man and having to govern his acts
that time a messenger came into the king’s court with§ ccording to the rules of faith. Faith had to be aroused
word from Elisha, Let him come now to me, and he shall

bn Naaman; otherwise, he would have returned home
know that there is a prophet in Israel. This is important with his leprosy. To be healed a man’s heart must be
for it has to do with ;:right with God and his soul in tune with his Maker. God,

not the prophet or preacher, is the Healer.




54 IF YOU NEED HEALING DO THESE THINGS

I am faced with the same conditions many times i
our crusades across the nation where the multitudel
throng for our ministry of faith and love. To show a maf
his condition, pointing out the rules of faith so that Gog
will honor prayer for him, is a responsible assignment
any servant of God. But that is the preacher’s charge.

In order to receive healing from God who is love, thg
seeker must be a partaker of that love. Faith is based o
love. Else, how could God believe in us, or we in Him}
To believe, one must love. An attitude of selfishnes

pride and stubbornness makes it impossible for faith tdf

be fully released. When God’s minister is being used of

He sent the famous general a message by hi

servant: “Sir, the prophet said for you to go and dipf
seven times in the Jordan River and your flesh shall beff -

clean” (paraphrased)..

Naaman was astonished, then enraged and finally com-§ -
manded his aides to:depart at once. As he went away he| '
muttered, “Godip in that filthy river. Bah! I thought thef
prophet would at least come to me and do some great§
thing and recover me. If I wanted to bathe, I would have!
stayed at home. At least, the water is clean in. the rivers§

of Syria.”

Elisha saw him leave and perhaps said, “Yes, that is§
the way it goes with the proud. They are bound by their §

THE SEVEN RULES OF FAITH 55

little conceptions and notions, never once thinking

hen they ask for healing they are dealing with
vah God and that there are rules which govern faith.

ty, respect for God’s message and His prophets, a

i§ire to give up sin and to worship the true God—
ese attitudes help a man get in harmony with God and

1p him believe.”

ow many precious people are letting some precon-

ceived idea or prejudice keep them from being healed.

thought occurred to one of Naaman’s servants, who
id, “Master, we want our lord to be recovered from his
prosy. The prophet is right. Sir, you were expecting the

prophet to do some great thing over you and because he
did the opposite you were offended and now you are re-
¥ turning unhealed. Master, in your servant’s humble opin-

With great detachment, Elisha remained in his house i ion, it is better to go wash and be clean.”

What a wonderful way to reason things out.

RULE FIVE:
ACCEPT THE CORRECTION OF GOD

Naaman listened and when the servant had finished,
he nodded his head in agreement. “You are right,” he
said. “I am wrong. I did come here self-centered and
proud. Ah, this Elisha is a great one—saw right through

“me. And his God must have shown the prophet the kind

of man I was. ‘Go dip in the Jordan’ the prophet says.
Surely I can do that. Let’s go.”
It takes a humble spirit for one to change like that.
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This is a marvelous thing. It doesn’t take long for a man
to change if he wants to. But he must want to. When he
accepts God’s correction, the Spirit of Christ enters him
and he is a “new creature”—old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new (2 Corinthians 5: 17).
Repentance is a change of mind before it becomes a
change of heart.
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would have believed the national hero would now be dip-
ping in a river despised by his countrymen? But here he
is and enjoying every moment of it. N o

. Something was going on in Naaman'’s spirit. He is will-
ing, joyously willing, to make the sevenfo!d plunge.
Through it be believes he will be cured. This leads to
‘what many believe to be the most important rule of all—

General Naaman gave the order and they went to the §

river. With Elisha’s message ringing in his ears, Go and § '
wash, he plunged into the muddy, yellow waters of the }
famous River Jordan. As he did so, there were only a §

few ripples on the water revealing that the great man was §

all under. This is the accomplishment of

RULE SIX:
LOSE YOURSELF

What a contrast! The man who went to the wrong

place for healing, who was rude to God’s prophet, who §

was bound by his own creeds, who was a very angry
man, the man who had refused to obey, a famous but
dying man, is now losing himself.

There are a lot of things we would be better off with- §

out. Losing ourselves in obedience to God, linking our-

selves with the limitless power of Christ, getting in tune §

with the Savior—these are the things that count most

when we seek to be healed through faith in God. Lose [

yourself. (Matthew 16:25.)

Naaman has come a long way since he left Syria. Who

RULE SEVEN:
USE A POINT OF CONTACT
AND RECOVER YOURSELF
AS YOU WANT TO BE

. The Prophet Elisha had said if Naaman would dip
 seven times his flesh would be clean from leprosy. What

§ is this but a point of contact or a means through which

 he could release his faith? He was to dip seven times—
no more, no less—in a designated river. He would find
by the time he became willing to do this he would be in
 the right attitude, the proper frame of mind, to believe
 for a miraculous recovery.
' He said, “Now I see it all. This is to prepare me for
- believing that God will cure me.”

He dips once, twice, thrice . . . and the seventh. He
is all under. His pride is under, his attitude, his all.

“Just this seventh time and it will be done. I know
. God will heal me.” '
Your point of contact can be one of several things.
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ut, as befits all true servants of God, Elisha would re-
eive no private gift for the miracle wrought.
" The General made his vows to the true God that
he would worship Him and henceforth would serve no
other gods.
~ With a fitting climax! He obeyed the rules of faith and
ound a new life. But he did not forget the God who had
healed him. His leprosy was gone and God had come
into his life.
A new Naaman returned to his land, a whole man
again. He had been healed by a miracle through his own
faith.
What God did for Naaman, He will do for you.

Mine is my right hand. Though there is no healing virtu
in my right hand, God spoke to me and told me that
would feel His power through my right hand. It is
sensation of God’s presence. When I lay my hand on th
head of the person seeking God’s healing and begin t¢
pray, I often feel this power going through my right
hand. The moment I feel it, my faith is very strong. Thi
point of contact helps me release my faith to God. Also,
it helps the person seeking healing. When my faith and
his faith makes contact with God the healing begins|
This is the point of contact we use in our crusades, eithe
through my hands or those of our team members. How§
ever there are many other ways—such as the anointings
oil of James 5:15, the laying on of hands in Mark 16:17
and the blessed cloths of Acts 19:11, 12. What does
matter what the point of contact is if it helps you relea
your faith?

Naaman came up out of the water the seventh timg
crying, “I've done it! I've obeyed! Now the Lord God
will recover me.”

With unhampered faith in a limitless God, he walkedg
out on the river bank believing his leprosy would go. He¢
had done what the prophet said. He had brought himself§
into harmony with God. He released his faith and . . §
it happened! ]

And his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a littleg
child, and he was clean (2 Kings 5:14). 1

He was so grateful he returned to the prophet’s housgt



